Atrioventricular nodal reentrant tachycardia with retrograde block induced by aprindine.
Two patients are described who had atrioventricular nodal reentrant tachycardia (AVNRT) with 1:1 relationship in the control state, but in whom a varying degree of VA block during AVNRT was observed during therapy with aprindine. Aprindine, however, did not cause anterograde blockade of conduction over the slow AV nodal pathway during tachycardia. These observations support the conclusion that the bulk of atrial muscle is not a requisite part of the tachycardia circuit in AVNRT and that antiarrhythmic drugs may have disparate effects on conduction in the retrograde and anterograde limbs of the circuit.